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“Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
suffering in the persons 

of a multitude of sick and infirm 
of every kind, 

seeks relief at your hands.”
~ Bishop Claude Marie Dubuis
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National Anthem
(The Star-Spangled Banner)

O say, can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Processional and Recessional music performed by the  
San Antonio Pipes and Drums
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COMMENCEMENT
December 14, 2024

PROCESSIONAL
Jakob Rinderknecht, PhD 

Moody Professor, 2024-2025 
�Faculty Marshal

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Graduating Seniors 

Cardinal Chorale

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Dimitri Tamalis, PhD 

�Interim Provost

PRESIDING
Thomas M. Evans, PhD 

�President

INTERIM PROVOST
Dimitri Tamalis, PhD

GREETINGS AND INVOCATION FROM THE 
SISTERS OF CHARITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD 

Sr. Eilish Ryan, CCVI, ThD 
�Member, Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word

WELCOME FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Suzanne Goudge 

�Board Chair
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INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER
Dimitri Tamalis, PhD 

�Interim Provost

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Jakob Rinderknecht, PhD 

Moody Professor, 2024-2025 
�Faculty Marshal

INTRODUCTION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Dimitri Tamalis, PhD 

�Interim Provost

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
Thomas M. Evans, PhD 

�President

WELCOME TO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Ana Bribiesca Hoff,  ‘12, ‘20 
�Director, Office of Alumni Relations

RECESSIONAL
Jakob Rinderknecht, PhD 

Moody Professor, 2024-2025 
�Faculty Marshal

Processional Student Ushers
�Monica Ayala Jimenez, EdD, �Associate Provost of Student Success

�Eric Booth, MA,� Dean of Campus Life

Processional Faculty Ushers
�Sarah Luna, PT, DPT, PhD, �School of Rehabilitation Sciences

�Matt Walk, PT, DPT,OCS, FAAOMPT, �School of Rehabilitation Sciences
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ACADEMIC DEANS OF THE  
UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD

�Javier Clavere, DMA, �Dean  
College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences

�Sandra Fortenberry, OD, FAAO, �Dean 
Rosenberg School of Optometry

�Carlos A. Garcia, PhD, �Dean 
School of Mathematics, Science and Engineering

�Jonathan Lovejoy, �Interim Dean 
School of Professional Studies�

�David F. Maize, RPh, PhD, �Dean 
Feik School of Pharmacy

�John T. Pham, DO, �Dean  
School of Osteopathic Medicine

�Jeanne Scott, PhD, ����Dean 
H-E-B School of Business and Administration

�Scott Shaffer PT, PhD, �Interim Dean and Professor 
School of Rehabilitation Sciences

�Denise Staudt, EdD, �Dean 
Dreeben School of Education

�Sharon Welkey, PhD, �Dean 
School of Media and Design

�Danuta M. Wojnar, PhD, RN, MN, IBCLC, FAAN, �Dean & Professor 
Ila Faye Miller School of Nursing and Health Professions
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Gonfalon Bearer

�Mona Bains, PhD, �School of Rehabilitation Sciences

�James Baker, PhD, �College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences

�Paula Caffer, PhD, �Dreeben School of Education

�Patricia A. Clarke, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC, CPHON 
���Ila Faye Miller School of Nursing and Health Professions

�Robin Guerrero, PhD, �H-E-B School of Business and Administration

�Mr. Jingtian Li, �School of Media and Design

�Dawn Liquez, PhD, �School of Professional Studies

�Nicolas Hendrichs Troeglen, PhD,  
School of Mathematics, Science and Engineering

�Matt Valdes, OD, FAAO, �Rosenberg School of Optometry

Gonfalon Assistant

�Carlos Baldo, PhD, �H-E-B School of Business and Administration

�Andrew Bergmann, PhD, �College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences

�Erika Bowen, PhD, �School of Professional Studies

�Nathan Brown, PT, DPT, GCS, �School of Rehabilitation Sciences

�Ms. Theresa Coronado, �School of Media and Design

�Marta Del Rio-Guerra, PhD, �School of Mathematics, Science and Engineering

�Stephanie Grote Garcia, PhD, �Dreeben School of Education
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JAKOB RINDERKNECHT, PhD
Moody Professor 2024-2025

Jakob Rinderknecht is the 2024-2025 Moody Professor. 
Established in 1971 by the Moody Foundation, the Moody 
Professor reflects a high level of scholarship, teaching excellence 
and community service attained by the recipient. This is the 
highest faculty honor bestowed by UIW. The Fall Commencement 
address given by the Moody Professor is traditionally considered 
to be the students’ “last class.”

Jakob Karl Rinderknecht is the Director of the Honors Program 
and Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University 
of the Incarnate Word. He studies how embodiment and 
culture shape the Catholic Church in its internal and external 
relationships. He is currently President of the North American 
Academy of Ecumenists. 

Recent works include Mapping the Differentiated Consensus of 
the Joint Declaration, (Palgrave, 2016, winner of the Harding 
Meyer Prize in Ecumenism) and a critical translation of Karl 
Rahner’s An Ecumenical Priesthood: The Spirit of God and 
the Structure of the Church (Fortress, 2022). His current 
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book project argues that the field of ecumenism must attend 
to the wounds that Christians have inflicted on each other by 
participating in colonialism, enslavement, and the structures of 
abuse and exclusion.
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Feik School of Pharmacy
Doctor of Pharmacy

Zachary Lunz

School of Rehabilitation Sciences
Doctor of Physical Therapy

Zachariah Najee-Yomi Akinnola
Makayla Marie Beck
Carrie Sue Boswell
Alexandra Breazeale
Daria Todd Britton
Jackson Sartwelle Buckley
Skylar Jaleen Byrd
Mariela L. Candelario
Savannah Cantu
Austin Michael Caro
Raul Castillo
Emily Elizabeth Crump
Denisse Adriana Fernandez
William G. Fountain
Reyna Melissa Garay
Joshua Garcia
Alexander Daniel Garza
Camryn Cates Gill
Johnny M. Gonzalez
Justin Charles Guptil
Kaitlyn Marie Herman
Eleeas M. Hernandez
Elizabeth Ann Higdon
Tacey Avery Nicole Howell

Mallory Nicole Ingram
Anthony Bryan Klutho Jr.
Jeffery Scott Lakey
Allan Lubwama
Sarah Ashlea Mares
Brittany Halley Cordero Martinez
Nicholas Martinez
Gabe Parker Matous
Mallory Ann McGaha
Sebastian Meza
Jarret Ryan Makishi Nies
Robert Ray Nieto
Maria Camila Ojeda Florez
Trevor Mason Provencher
Gabriel Arturo Ramirez
Kara Tosch Reyes
Juan Felipe Rios
Skyler Ann Rost
Calandra Snowden
Jessica Thielemann
Tristin Paige Thompson
Ashley Trapp
Carissa Noel Weaver

School of Osteopathic Medicine
Master of Biomedical Sciences

Arabella Victoria Hall *

Master of Public Health
Claire Elizabeth Beckley * Victor Hugo Martinez Jr. *

College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
Master of Arts

Elijah Blue Balderas 
Pastoral Ministry

Raul Ruelas 
Pastoral Ministry
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Bachelor of Arts
Juliana Abundiz 

Psychology
Fernanda P. Aguilar 

Psychology
Mayte Jasmine Alvarado 

Psychology  
�Cum Laude 
�UIW Honors

Ariana Aleen Alvarez 
Political Science

Ashely Aparicio 
Sociology

Evelyn Banda 
Psychology

Jonathan Ray Banda * 
Criminal Justice

Valeria Belmonte Gonzalez 
Political Science 
�Magna Cum Laude

James Albert William Boscher 
Cultural Studies and Sociology 
�Summa Cum Laude

Kaycee Aaren Brown 
Criminal Justice

Lia Elena Butanda 
History 
�Cum Laude    
�UIW Honors

Maria Garcia de la Cadena Lopez 
Sanchez 
Political Science 
�Summa Cum Laude

Elisa Canales Berrueto * 
Psychology

Dominique E. Castillo 
Psychology

Julian Armand Ceniceros 
English

Giovanna Marie Cordova 
English

Samantha Mari Davila 
Psychology and Sociology

Pria Arya DeGaetano 
Psychology 

Ander Eve Duncan 
Psychology 
�Cum Laude

Christian Charles Eichman 
History and Education Secondary 
�Magna Cum Laude

Anuhea Faitau 
Sociology

Zoe Cerise Falk I 
English 
�Magna Cum Laude    
�UIW Honors

Nancy M. Flores * 
Spanish

Danielle Nicole Gaeta 
Criminal Justice

Galilea G. Garcia 
Political Science

Mia Mercedes Garcia 
Psychology

Briana Yvette Garza * 
Music

Clarissa Garza Falcon 
Political Science 
�Magna Cum Laude

Prabjot Kaur Ghotra 
Psychology

Jade Phoenix Gibbs 
Psychology  
�Magna Cum Laude

Kassandra Anahi Gomez 
Psychology 
�Magna Cum Laude 
�UIW Honors

Itahti Sierra Gonzales * 
Psychology

Angel Enrique Guerra Gonzalez * 
Cultural Studies

Christel A. Gordon 
Sociology

Clyde Creed Harvey 
Psychology

Destiny Renae Hilliary 
Psychology

David Allen Johnson III * 
Cultural Studies

Emily K. Leaming 
English and Philosophy 
�Magna Cum Laude
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Madison Ada-Belle Maiorana 
Political Science

Sara Sue Martinez 
Psychology

Sara Medina Espinosa *   
Political Science 
�Cum Laude

Gianna Zerah Melendez 
Art

Celeste Athena Melgosa Maldonado 
Psychology  
�Cum Laude    
�UIW Honors

Arleen R. Mendoza 
Psychology  
�Cum Laude

Ly’Annette Michelle Montanez 
Psychology

Mary Lisa Murphy 
Music Industry Studies 
�Summa Cum Laude

Shayleigh Marie Pape 
English 
�Magna Cum Laude

Michael Anthony Perry 
Political Science

Carson Price * 
Cultural Studies

Alma Marie Purata 
Psychology

Nicholas Ray Ramirez 
Theatre Arts

Grant Randall * 
Cultural Studies

Isaiah Robinson * 
Cultural Studies

Addison Kate Rodriguez 
Psychology

Luis Fernando Rodriguez * 
Cultural Studies

Noel Sonny Rodriguez 
Political Science

Shelby Lorilyn Romero Cabrera 
Criminal Justice

Gloria Ines Salazar 
Theatre Arts

David Michael Sanchez * 
Psychology

Isaiah Israel Schmidt 
Criminal Justice

Alec Richard Schroeder * 
Political Science

Nathan D’Angelo Smith 
Philosophy

Jaelon Travis 
Sociology

Marliz Valenzuela 
Psychology  
�Cum Laude

Esmy Valls 
Psychology  
�Cum Laude

Nadiya L. White 
Psychology  
�Cum Laude

Chrislyn Williams 
Psychology

Mister Williams 
Sociology

Zaraya Wilson 
Sociology

Midory Wu 
Pastoral Ministry

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Tracy Nguyen Hoang 

Photography
Deven G. Ruiz 

Photography 
�Magna Cum Laude

Michael Torres 
Photography

Bachelor of Music
Ashley Arvis 

Music Therapy 
�Cum Laude

Devon Middleton Chance * 
Music Therapy 
�Magna Cum Laude
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Thomas William Riker Hill 
Music Education

Beatriz Angelica Leal * 
Music Therapy 
�Summa Cum Laude

Joshua R. Stevens 
Music Education  
�Magna Cum Laude

Elijah Paul Thoreson 
Music Education  
�Magna Cum Laude

Andrew Christopher Venegas 
Music Therapy

H-E-B School of Business and Administration
Master of Business Administration

Violeta Lisseth Acevedo Mandujano 
Michael Vincent Alejandro 

Finance
Adrian Alejandro Aviles Aguila *  

Finance
Francisco Esteban Bendana 

Sport Management
Mark S.A. Bushnell 

Finance
Zachary Calzada
Iralda Juliana Diaz Rodriguez  

Finance
James David Disrud
Marikarla Monserrat Garcia 

Hernandez  
Finance 
�With Distinction  

Frieda Camille García Vázquez *  
Finance

Iván Enrique González Gutiérrez  
�With Distinction

Salvador Grajeda Quiñonez 
Marketing

Antonio Servando Lopez Rodea * 
�With Distinction  

Daniela Magalee Madera 
Marketing

Roberta L. Palmer *
Mark Parma
Ivette Ramos Laguna  

Finance 
�With Distinction  

Juan Ramon Resendiz Cruz  
Finance 
�With Distinction  

Paulino Oswaldo Rueda Fernandez  
Finance

María Salcido Chávez *  
�With Distinction  

Maaz Syed 
Finance

Master of Science
Amber Ahmed Badarpura * 

Accounting 
�With Distinction  

Abel Joseph Cano 
Accounting

Madilyn R. Davis 
Accounting

Anna Laura Perez * 
Accounting

Jackeline Perez 
Accounting

Bachelor of Business Administration
Jesse Alejandro Jr. * 

Management Information Systems
Abdulrahman Alkaff 

Management

Javier Conrado Almeida Jr. 
Marketing  
�Cum Laude

Stephen Ricardo Antu 
Finance
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Marcus Wayne Brown 
Finance

Daniel A. Campos 
Finance 
�Magna Cum Laude

Sofia Kassandra Cardenas * 
General Business 
�Magna Cum Laude

Meredith Caviglia 
General Business 
�Magna Cum Laude

Emily Ann Chesnutt 
Accounting 
�Cum Laude

Mercedes Desiree Cortez 
Management

Breanna Chardonette DeGracia * 
General Business

Andrea De Lara 
International Business

Alejandro DeLaTorre * 
General Business 
�Cum Laude

Drake Perry Denning 
Accounting   
�Cum Laude

Daisy Fernandez * 
General Business 
�Cum Laude

Joseph Noel Flores-King 
Finance

Lisa Folan 
General Business 
�Cum Laude

Paola Giselle Gallardo Hernandez * 
Marketing 
�Magna Cum Laude

Emilio Gallegos 
Accounting and International 
Business

Sarah Elizabeth Garcia 
Accounting

Michelle A. Goains 
Marketing

Kassandra Anahi Gomez 
International Business 
�Magna Cum Laude 
�UIW Honors 

Emma Louise Grier 
Finance and Management

Gabriela Alejandra Guajardo Sr. 
International Business

Ernesto Antonio Guzman Munoz * 
Management

Seth Alexander Hayes * 
General Business

Jordin Zaria Jones 
General Business 
�Magna Cum Laude

Gilberto Lauriano * 
Business Economics

Katlyn Ann Le 
International Business

Carissa Desiree Lira 
Management

Faith Hannah Martinez 
Management 
�Cum Laude

Gregory David McNeal 
General Business 
�Cum Laude

Teresa Maria Menendez 
Accounting

Mel Amy Orellana 
Marketing

Ariadna Ortega * 
Management

Mia Montserrat Ortiz 
Marketing

Cesar Gerardo Perez 
Management Information Systems 
�Magna Cum Laude

Kimberly Nicole Ramirez 
Marketing

Christopher D. Saldana 
Management Information Systems

Ulysses Eleazar Salinas * 
Management

Oscar Antonio Servin Vargas 
General Business 
�Magna Cum Laude

Anestis Sfairopoulos 
Sport Management 
�Cum Laude
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Ivan Ross Smith * 
Marketing 
�Cum Laude

Josephine Spacek * 
Marketing

Michael Leroy Vargas 
General Business

Cesar Alberto Villarreal Saldana * 
International Business

Luis Miguel Zuniga * 
General Business

Ila Faye Miller  
School of Nursing and Health Professions

Doctor of Nursing Practice
Janette C. Sanchez 

Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner 
“ Incorporating the PCL-5 Self 
Assessment Tool in the Treatment of 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Using 
Virtual Reality Therapy” 
Dissertation Committee Chair 
Dr. Michael Moon

Master of Science
Elyssa Nicole Barrientos * 

Sport Management
Mauricio de la Garza II 

Kinesiology
Moneque English 

Sport Management 
�With Distinction  

Christine Ann Kawakami 
Sport Management

Morgan McCrary 
Kinesiology

Lilliana Ortega 
Sport Management

Philipp Pleyer 
Sport Management 
�With Distinction  

Master of Science in Nursing
Juan Isidor Camacho *
Raquel Yvette Garza *
Sierah Jae Hinojosa * 

�With Distinction  
DevendraMae Marta Nicole Leonard *

Allan Peter Mazurak * 
�With Distinction  

Enrique Salinas * 
�With Distinction  

Bachelor of Science
Hisham Waleed A. Aldarwish * 

Nuclear Medicine Science
Elizabeth Virginia Alvarez 

Healthcare Sciences 
�Magna Cum Laude

Maria Bruch 
Kinesiology 
�Cum Laude

Elijah Rashad Collins 
Kinesiology

Myles Rashawn Frost 
Kinesiology

Gabriel Garza 
Healthcare Sciences

Mariana Luz Garza 
Community Health Education
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Maddison Helena Guillen * 
Rehabilitative Sciences

Andrew S. Hernandez 
Kinesiology

Julian A. Horvath * 
Kinesiology

Madalynn L. Mendoza 
Community Health Education

Alleyna Denise Muñoz * 
Kinesiology

Genevieve Tylar Nelson 
Healthcare Sciences 
�Summa Cum Laude

Noah Alexander Paveglio 
Healthcare Sciences

Keenon Jarrod Pitts 
Kinesiology

Alexandria Dianne Salazar 
Kinesiology

Denise D’Nay San Miguel 
Healthcare Sciences

Ximena Ruby Sanchez 
Kinesiology

Taylor Spells 
Kinesiology

Julio Rafael Tavitas 
Healthcare Sciences 
�Cum Laude

Leslie Lorena Triana 
Kinesiology

Amya Michelle Turpeau 
Healthcare Sciences 
�Magna Cum Laude

Julia Patrice Tyler 
Community Health Education 
�Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Valerie Alexa Aparicio 

�Cum Laude
Evelyn Banda
Amber Renee Barrera
Isabelle Adriana Briones 

�Magna Cum Laude
Marisol Brown *
Bryant Alexander Burns 

�Cum Laude
Molly Elizabeth Byrd
Michaela Reina Carrillo
Madalyn Christine Casanova 

�Cum Laude
Kylie Chapa 

�Cum Laude
Ana Nicole Chartier 

�Cum Laude
Kimberly Ann Chavez 

�Cum Laude
James C. Choi
Chloe Hanna Cortez
Rachel Day
Grace Ann Doctor 

�Cum Laude
Jade Drawec  

�Summa Cum Laude

Evelyn Marie Edmonson 
�Cum Laude

Joanna Estrada 
�Magna Cum Laude

Ijeoma D. Ezeagu *
Alexandra Lauren Flores
Ariana Kristina Franco
Patricia Elizabeth Garcia
Adriana Garnica 

�Cum Laude
Alexis Toni Garza
Jessica Marie Gatzke *
Cinthia Gonzalez * 

�Cum Laude
Sarah Jo Guerrero *
Joel A Guerrero Jr. 

�Cum Laude
Julia Renee Gutierrez
Caleb Hamlin 

�Magna Cum Laude
Brittany Kay Henderson * 

�Cum Laude
Devon Alexander Hernandez 

�Magna Cum Laude
Ammy Jabbar * 

�Cum Laude
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Marilyn Marie Jasken
Brittny Kimball 

�Magna Cum Laude
Emma Marie Kramer 

�Cum Laude
Leah Kvintus
Christopher M. Lee 

�Cum Laude
Trisha Marie Lopez
Kaitlyn Marie Maldonado
Oriana Martinez
Miranda McCord 

�Cum Laude
Yulina Medina 

�Cum Laude
Yadira M. Monreal
Julia Dawn Mortag 

�Cum Laude
Madeline Kate Navejar
Grace Madeline Neilson * 

�Cum Laude
Ngoc Minh Tam Nguyen 

�Magna Cum Laude
Margaret  O’Connor 

�Cum Laude
Valeria Sarai Oliva Mejia
Juliana Teresa Ortega
Taylor Elizabeth Owen 

�Summa Cum Laude
Kyra M. Pacheco
Amanda Pope * 

�Magna Cum Laude
Alexis Elizabeth  Primeaux
Alma Marie Purata
Payton Noel Quarterman *

Roy Eugene Quismundo
Kaitlyn Renee Real 

�Cum Laude
Jessica Viramontes Reyes 

�Magna Cum Laude
Kylan Roberts *
Alexis Marie Rodriguez
Nayeli Rose Rodriguez
Alexandra E. Rousseau 

�Cum Laude
Joy Elizabeth Saine 

�Summa Cum Laude
Leticia Sanchez
Victoria Julienne Schott * 

�Cum Laude
Collin Pierce Sepulveda
Jeri Diane Silva
Stephanie Stringer
Frida Sofia Sujo Hernandez
Pierrette Tombo 

�Summa Cum Laude
Jenna Torre
Chance Trentman-Rosas 

�Cum Laude
David R. Trevino
Kaitlyn Underwood 

�Cum Laude
Alexa Michelle Velazquez *
Clarissa Sophia Verastegui
Raquel Lizette Villegas 

�Cum Laude
Katie Wegmann 

�Magna Cum Laude
Jonathan Ray Whitbey 

�Magna Cum Laude
Imanee Simone Yates

Rosenberg School of Optometry
Doctor of Optometry

Dustin Nguyen Daniel Z. Plumb *

Bachelor of Science
Sanaz Ebadi * 

Vision Science
Sarah Elizabeth Tellez 

Vision Science
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Dreeben School of Education
Doctor of Philosophy

Lisa Garcia Rodriguez 
Education 
“Examining the Impact of Workplace 
Diversity Equity, and Inclusion 
Programs on Marginalized Groups: A 
Focus on LGBTQIA Employees”   
Dissertation Committee Chair:  
Dr. Arturo Hernández

Patrick Tumwine 
Education 
“An Exploration of How Education 
Stakeholders Perceive the Implications 
of Grade Repetition in Secondary 
Education in Western Uganda: A 
Qualitative Multiple-Case Study” 
Dissertation Committee Chairs:  
Dr. Norman St. Clair and  
Dr. Alison Buck

Master of Arts
Nicole Marie Dickson * 

Education
Master of Education

Denisse Rosario Arguello Reyes 
Hector Xavier Arguello Reyes 
Mariela Arredondo Zavala 
Erika Soledad Avellaneda Sánchez *
Karen Avellaneda Sanchez *
Diana Maria Blanco Rivera *
Lourdes Madelaine Cantos Sánchez *
Ana Cristina Carlos García *
Maipu Corbea *
Andrea Cruz Castellanos 
Jessica Esmeralda Contreras López  

�With Distinction
Karen H. Contreras-Uribe 
Luz Aurora Espinoza Martínez *  

�With Distinction
Marcelino Pedro Gabriel Felipe *
Mayra Rubi Gonzalez *  

�With Distinction

Doris Alejandra Lahuatte Imbaquingo  
�With Distinction

Freddy González López *
Candela Leguizamo Repupilli *  

�With Distinction
Lucinda Lizcano * 

Adult Education  
�With Distinction  

Myriam Paola López Mondragón *
Erika Isabel Roman Lopez *
Andrea Rosina Román Hinojosa *
María Del Carmen Romay Romero *
María Gabriela Romoleroux Baus  

�With Distinction
Gabriela Nicolle Salas Ayala  

�With Distinction
Bismark Oliver Vega Florín *
Myrna Deyanira Villanueva Martinez  

�With Distinction

Bachelor of Arts
Amil Bettencourt * 

Education-Elementary 
�Cum Laude

Thomas William Riker Hill 
Education-All Level

Destiny Nicole Johnson 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Nicole Aileen Marquez 
Interdisciplinary Studies

Elizabeth Eve Patrick 
Education-Elementary 
�Cum Laude

Gabriele Ingeborg Thompson 
Education-Elementary 
�Magna Cum Laude
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School of Mathematics, Science and Engineering
Master of Science

Therese Gayle Barrera 
Nutrition

Michael Anthony Longoria 
Nutrition

Bachelor of Arts
Sydney Rae Crane 

Biology 
�Cum Laude

Haley Natalia Guerrero 
Chemistry

Elijah Kush 
Biology

Julia Reyes 
Biology

Bachelor of Science
Viktoria Marie Ahaus 

Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Oladire Enioreoluwa Melisa Akanbi 
Biology

Samanew Annaluru 
Biology 
�Summa Cum Laude

Eva Noemi Bright 
Biology and Nutrition

Brianna Rachele Brooks Medina 
Biology

Gianna Bujanos 
Biochemistry 
�Cum Laude    
�UIW Honors

Joshua Anthony Castellanos 
Engineering

Jesus Bladimir Cavazos 
Engineering 
�Magna Cum Laude

Jazmin Adeena Chavarria 
Biology 
�Summa Cum Laude     
�UIW Honors

Nevaeh Sky Cruz-Quintanilla 
Environmental Science 
�Magna Cum Laude

Faith Natalia Davenport * 
Biology

Jeremy Gabriel D’Rubio 
Biology 
�Summa Cum Laude

Israel Aldair Dueñas Diaz 
Engineering

Hannah Monique Enriquez  
Biology

Enrique C. Flores 
Environmental Science

Kenneth Regan Foutch 
Computer Information Systems 
�Summa Cum Laude

Sofia Franco Salcedo 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Baylor Douglas Frandsen 
Biology 
�Summa Cum Laude   
�UIW Honors

Amore Rose Gonzalez 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Sabrina Eloisa Gonzalez 
Meteorology

Sara Alyssa Gonzalez 
Biology

Ashley Morgan Hanna * 
Environmental Science 
�Summa Cum Laude

Ines Maria Hans Capitan 
Engineering

Siham Hawit  
Engineering 
�Magna Cum Laude

Edgar Allan Hernandez 
Biology 
�Cum Laude

Alvaro Octavio Ibarra  
Engineering
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Osbaldo Leandro Iracheta 
Biology

Layla Marie Jackson 
Chemistry 
�Cum Laude

Mazie M. Johnson 
Biology

Emerald K. Ledesma 
Biology 
�Cum Laude

Sarai Luciano 
Environmental Science 
�Magna Cum Laude

Adam Robert McWalter 
Cyber Security Systems

Emily Nguyen * 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Madison Amanda Parvin * 
Biology

Irene Lilibeth Paz Guerrero 
Biology

Sophia Victoria Peralez 
Biology 
�Cum Laude

Nathan Joel Romero 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Patrick D. Schwegmann 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude    
�UIW Honors

George Zaccheus Sikazwe 
Engineering

Joely Silva * 
Biology

Kayla LeeAnn Smith 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Nathan D’Angelo Smith 
Biology

Alison Paige Stevens 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Juliana Christina Symons 
Environmental Science 
�Summa Cum Laude

Alexis J. Trevino 
Biology

Nathan Vasquez 
Engineering 
�Cum Laude

Jose Andres Vedia 
Biology 
�Magna Cum Laude

Cristina Milene Vergara Hernandez * 
Engineering

Prabjyot Walia 
Biology 
�Cum Laude

School of Media and Design
Master of Arts

Marisa Nicole Allen 
Communication Arts

Lauren Madison Campbell 
Communication Arts

Abraham Chimese 
Communication Arts

Dillon Hardin Duke 
Communication Arts 
�With Distinction  

Eileen Munoz 
Communication Arts 
�With Distinction

Hessel Benjamin Resendiz 
Communication Arts

Bachelor of Arts
Natalia Barrena 

Communication Arts
Baron Keith Bradley II * 

Communication Arts
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Jonah Anthony Guerrero * 
Communication Arts

Katya Gabriele Harmel 
Communication Arts 
�Magna Cum Laude

Eileen Munoz 
Communication Arts 
�Summa Cum Laude    
�UIW Honors

Alexa Sophia Perez 
Communication Arts 
�Cum Laude

David Jesus Peters 
Communication Arts

Madison Plata 
Communication Arts

Hessel Benjamin Resendiz 
Communication Arts 
�Magna Cum Laude    
�UIW Honors

Ben Eliot Sacchetti 
Communication Arts

Bachelor of Fine Arts
Kevin Jordan Lilly * 

3D Animation and Game Design
David Allen Tharpe 

3D Animation and Game Design
Bachelor of Science

Abdulrahman Ali Alqarni * 
Cyber Security Systems

Laurel Leigh Andrews 
Fashion Management 
�Cum Laude

Madeline Nicole Bavousette * 
Fashion Management

Soshyani R’mani Boyd 
Fashion Management

Emily Janine Burdge 
Fashion Management

Henia Maythe Guajardo-Soberon 
Fashion Management

Annalise Michelle Libby 
Fashion Management 
�Magna Cum Laude

Jose Leonel Ortiz Carrasquillo 
Fashion Management

Gregory Jason Soukup Jr. 
Cyber Security Systems

School of Professional Studies
Doctor of Business Administration

Serkan John Akar *
Kelley Morgan Allen *
Blake A. Beltran
Timothy Scott Bulluck
Lloyd C. Cueto
Christopher B. Fairbank
Joe Luis Garcia Jr. *
Carlos Jude Gautreaux

Jennings Hernandez *
Karl David Hittle *
John Michael-Eric Lehr
Raleigh Murráy *
Marcus D. Peoples Jr. *
Paget Antonio Rawlins
Anita Sanchez *

Master of Arts
Martha Lisbeth Cazares 

Criminal Justice Administration and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction

Jose Hernandez Contreras * 
Criminal Justice Administration and 
Leadership
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Jude Cristian Garcia 
Criminal Justice Administration and 
Leadership

Jermaine Johnson Young * 
Criminal Justice Administration and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Master of Arts in Administration
Monica Michelle Acevedo * 

Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Jessica Marie Agnew * 
Applied Administration 

Daisy Marie Banuelos * 
Healthcare Administration

Izabella Angelique Belmontes 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Jayden Isaiah Borjas 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Joseph M. Celona * 
Healthcare Administration

Jovan Garcia 
Healthcare Administration

Theresa Marie Gonzales 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Cynthia Michelle Jarad Tirado 
Healthcare Administration

Megan Nicole Johnston * 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Thyrone Edward Jones * 
Healthcare Administration

Ashley Ann Landis 
Applied Administration

Zachary Lunz 
Healthcare Administration

Gilda Chapa Martinez 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Sylvia Martinez * 
Healthcare Administration

Mario Matamoros 
Healthcare Administration

Curtiss W. McLeod II * 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Emily Marie Mejia 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Marissa Alamar Narvaez 
Healthcare Administration  
�With Distinction

Patrick R. Omara * 
Healthcare Administration

Lauren Olivia Palacios 
Healthcare Administration

Ernesto I. Ramirez Garcia * 
Healthcare Administration

Bradley M. Reeves 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Danielle Riddle 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Jose Antonio Rodriguez Hernandez 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Estevan Salinas 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Lorynn Elizabeth Salinas * 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Danielle Lorene Sandoval 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Keyne Smith * 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Elmira Terwey * 
Healthcare Administration

Pippa Natalia Tozer 
Healthcare Administration

Kenaura Warren * 
Healthcare Administration

Tori Nicole Wootan 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology 
�With Distinction  
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Jacob Scot York 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology

Master of Business Administration
Matasha Ann Baird
Sean Michael Beldowski
Alma Canales 

Data Analytics
Kathelyn Carlton 

Asset Management
Melody Colunga 

Human Resource Management
Jason E. Cordaway
Luis E. Coreano Jr.
Tiffinie Renae Cruz 

Asset Management
Yvonne Desfosses * 

Human Resource Management
Sarah Christine Ford 

Human Resource Management
Martin A. Garza *
Martha Tutu George * 

Human Resource Management
Cameron Charles Graham Jr. 

Human Resource Management 
�With Distinction  

Genevieve Michelle Guerrero *
Christine Michelle Hernandez 

Data Analytics
Zana J. Hikmat
Kyle Christopher Hinton * 

Data Analytics
Ejiro Jaraan Idahosa * 

Asset Management
Rachel Jones 

Human Resource Management
Rony Mohsin Karim 

Data Analytics
David Jonathan Le Noir * 

Data Analytics
Timothy G. Mann

Gabriel Matos 
Asset Management

Thomas Marshall Miller Jr. *
Jose Leon Pamanes-Gonzalez * 

Asset Management
Samantha Gail Pixley * 

Data Analytics
Crystal Marie Placeres 

Data Analytics
Marquis Tremale Plant * 

Human Resource Management
Shelby Jo Reinhardt 

Data Analytics
Shon Robinson *
Matthew J. Roney * 

Data Analytics
Erika Anahi Sanchez-Soto * 

Human Resource Management
Daniel Joseph Schmitt
Christine Marie Shoup
Lacey Sizemore 

Asset Management
Landon Wayne Smith *
Megan Nicole Spurlock
Matthew Armbruster Taylor * 

�With Distinction  
Amanda Thomas 

�With Distinction  
Charles Alexander Toliver 

Human Resource Management
Rachel Marie Kulamanu Tuck *
Lavone Turner 

Asset Management
Cynthia Almanza Waits 

Data Analytics
Arteshia Washington
Britney M. Yarborough * 

Data Analytics
Master of Science

Lauren Paige Aguirre 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Hans Christopher Alva Romero 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership
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Kathleen Barrie Fontaine 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Jahara A. Brown 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Paola Graciella Brown * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Kristen Caballero 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Ricardo Alfonso Cabrera Rosas 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Kenny Elizabeth Carbon 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Lisa Marie Cardenas * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Gilbert Caro 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Travis Ray Casados 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Isidro Preston Cerda III 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Sean Vincent Cloutier * 
Data Analytics 
�With Distinction  

MacGuire Charles Compton * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Paul Alan Cram Jr. * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Lawrence Danner Jr. * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Faith Michelle Davies 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Michael De Leon 
Data Analytics

Ramaghnib Doctolero * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Asante Rajesh Duncan * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Evan Erdmann 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Veronica Erdmann 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Joshua Michael Estrada-Delaney 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Mario E. Fernandez * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Arlae Cecilia Gamez Luna 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Brooke Ashley Geigenmiller * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Jeffrey Moncy George 
Data Analytics 
�With Distinction  

Stephanie Grainger * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Vanessa Zuniga Guerrero 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Jasmine Haynes 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

David Michael Hinojosa * 
Data Analytics

Sergio Esteban Jardon * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Taniesha Jarnagin 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  
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Jessica Monnett Jimenez 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Karya Shena King-Hargrove * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Joshua Cole May 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Brian Edward McNamara Jr. 
Data Analytics 
�With Distinction  

Sandra Carolina Medina Díaz 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 

Bianca Davis Miller * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Victoria D. Monzon-Paramore 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Patricia A. Moreno-Arispe 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Eduardo Murillo 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Maximilian David Perdue 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Alysya Perez 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

MyTien T. Pham * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Rose Smith Phillips  
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Edith Puebla Lira 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Tashona Renee Rapach * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Anita Louise Reyes 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Raquel Sylvia Rivera * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Rená Robinson * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Claudia Elizabeth Rojas 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Anthony J. Rose 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Louise Jean Sanchez * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Andrew Richard Shipman * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Cory Lorenzo Shipp 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Timothy Starling 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Amanda Rose Stepp * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Gabrielle Lynn Summers * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Amparo Cecilia Vasquez * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Daniel S. Velasquez   * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Christopher Waterbury 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Stacie Christine Weber 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  

Heather Nicole White * 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership 
�With Distinction  
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Adaya Alise Williams 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Katherine Lynn Wing 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Bianca Ybarra 
Organizational Development and 
Leadership

Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences
Martin M. DeJesus-Jimenez *
Louis A. DeWitt III * 

�Summa Cum Laude

Carlos G. Hinojosa Jr.
Douglas Robert Rakers *
Nathalie Ann Rodriguez

Bachelor of Arts
Meghan Elizabeth Austin 

Human Resources
Maggie Bartlett * 

Organizational Development 
�Cum Laude

Jourdain Elizabeth Bocanegra 
Human Resources

Selena Cepeda * 
Human Resources

Marissa Elaine Delgado 
Organizational Development

Jacob Harlan DuBose 
Organizational Development

Daniel James Evans * 
Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Jessica Centeno Gallegos 
Organizational Development   
�Cum Laude

Sandra Dee Garza 
Organizational Development   
�Cum Laude

Robert Daniel Gomez 
Human Resources

Carrie Rose Hernandez 
Administration

Gracie R. Herrera * 
Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Alexandra Leal 
Human Resources

Starr Delaine Lynch 
Human Resources

Amy Leah Moreno 
Organizational Development   
�Cum Laude

Ryan G. Pawlik * 
Human Resources

Keith L. Preston 
Administration

Xavier Michael Superneau * 
Human Resources

Savannah L. Ziegler 
Human Resources 
�Magna Cum Laude

Bachelor of Science
Dora Patricia Alaniz 

Leadership Studies 
�Cum Laude

Erick G. Alcala * 
Business Administration

Jacqueline Michelle Carter Bibineaux * 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude

Alvin Reynaldo Baker 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude

Brenda Michelle Barnhouse 
Business Administration

Ryan Matthew Bobadilla * 
Health Sciences 
�Summa Cum Laude

Amondiah Brown * 
Business Administration

Derrick Allen Camarillo * 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude
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Khristene Ann Cano * 
Business Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Johanna Cardenas 
Psychology

Camilla Kay Carmichael 
Psychology  
�Summa Cum Laude

Alissa Irene Casanova 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude

Jorge F. Casasola * 
Health Sciences 
�Cum Laude

Jennifer Amanda Castillo * 
Psychology

Savannah Jean Charman 
Business Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Dulce Chavez * 
Psychology

Kathryn Renee Cloud 
Health Sciences

Aileen Pearl A. Coloma 
Health Sciences

Kyla Leah Cooper 
Leadership Studies

Cynthia Marie Cosgrove 
Psychology  
�Magna Cum Laude

Graciela Castro DeJesus 
Criminal Justice

Rose Mary De Los Santos * 
Business Administration

Roxanne Y. De Ollos 
Leadership Studies

Britni Marie Donovan 
Health Sciences

Mark P. Dumas * 
Psychology  
�Magna Cum Laude

Jesus Fernando Escobedo Zazueta * 
Psychology

Jaelyn B. Flores 
Business Administration

Madison Faith Foster 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude

Jamie Christopher-Jason Fox 
Business Administration

Claudia Janeth Gallegos 
Psychology  
�Cum Laude

Carolina Victoria Garcia * 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude

Christy Garcia * 
Health Sciences

Joel Cintron Garcia * 
Psychology

Adriana Ines Garza 
Business Administration

Emily Ann Gimbel * 
Business Administration

Roxanne Melissa Gomez 
Business Administration

Kira Alexis Gonzalez 
Psychology

Luis Carlos Herrera Jr. 
Criminal Justice

Maria Elia Jaramillo * 
Psychology 
Magna Cum Laude

Jermaine Johnson 
Business Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Alexis-Marie J. Krogstie * 
Business Administration

Raquel Larios * 
Business Administration

Amy Gail Long 
Psychology

Brittney Danielle Lowe 
Health Sciences

Cody Allen Mackall 
Business Administration

Nichole Garcia Martinez * 
Health Sciences

Mark McKinney Jr. * 
Business Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Malisa Mendoza 
Business Administration

Abigail Misajon 
Psychology
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Janada Shyeeta Morrison 
Business Administration

Tammy Kaye Murray * 
Business Administration

Brittney L. Nemec * 
Psychology

Evan Michael O’Mahoney 
Business Administration

Jose Osvaldo Ortiz Jr. 
Criminal Justice

Kristle Kimberly Piña 
Psychology

Kaitlyn Marie Prieto 
Business Administration

Anthony Profit 
Health Sciences

Brian Pyles * 
Health Sciences 
�Cum Laude

Sandra Munoz Richardson 
Health Sciences 
�Magna Cum Laude

Gloria Theresa Rios 
Health Sciences 
�Cum Laude

Cynthia Rodarte * 
Health Sciences

Madalynn V. Roest * 
Psychology

Joel Ruiz 
Business Administration

Ricardo David Ruiz 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude

Jose Alberto Sanchez Ortega 
Business Administration

Laura Lizette Sandoval 
Psychology

Adrianna Scott 
Psychology

Nathaniel Smith 
Health Sciences

Dana Soto 
Psychology

Breck A. Stuart 
Business Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Heidi E. Taylor * 
Criminal Justice    
�Cum Laude

Matthew Jason Torres * 
Business Administration

Justin Daniel Trickett 
Business Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Irma Noemi Valadez 
Business Administration 
�Magna Cum Laude

Blessed Velasquez 
Business Administration

Maria Villegas * 
Leadership Studies 
�Magna Cum Laude

Beverly Nicole Vogel 
Business Administration

Austin Lee Williams 
Business Administration 
�Cum Laude

Nathaniel I. Zamora * 
Business Administration

Associate of Arts
Sabrina Lee Alonzo 

Business Administration
Richard W. Baker 

General Studies 
�Magna Cum Laude

Caron Kathleen Jameson 
General Studies 
�Magna Cum Laude

Carl D. Mays * 
General Studies

Samantha Elena Mckelligan  
General Studies

Celine Pavlicek 
Information Systems 
�Summa Cum Laude

Joshua Safari * 
General Studies
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Associate of Science
Justin Edward Rodriguez 

Health Sciences 
�Magna Cum Laude
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UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD MISSION
The first Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, three young French 
women motivated by the love of God and their recognition of God’s 
presence in each person, came to San Antonio in 1869 to minister to 
the sick and the poor. Their spirit of Christian service is perpetuated in 
the University of the Incarnate Word primarily through teaching and 
scholarship, encompassing research and artistic expression. Inspired 
by Judeo-Christian values, the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, and 
Catholic Social Teaching, the University of the Incarnate Word 
aims to educate men and women who will become concerned and 
enlightened citizens within the global community. 

The University of the Incarnate Word is committed to educational 
excellence in a context of faith in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of 
God. Thus, through a liberal education the university cultivates the 
development of the whole person and values of life-long learning. 
To that end, faculty and students support each other in the search 
for and communication of truth, thoughtful innovation, care of the 
environment, community service, and social justice.

The Catholic identity of the University of the Incarnate Word is 
shaped at its deepest level by the meaning of the Incarnation, which 
is the foundation of all Christianity and is expressed through the core 
values of the Mission: faith, truth, education, service and innovation. 

�Faith The University is committed to educational excellence 
in a context of faith in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word 
of God.

�Truth The faculty and students support one another in the 
search for and the communication of truth.

�Education The University educates men and women who will 
become concerned and enlightened citizens.

�Service The curriculum includes a global perspective and an 
emphasis on social justice and community service.

�Innovation The University is open to thoughtful innovation that 
serves the spiritual and material needs of people.
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THE MOODY PROFESSOR
The Moody Professorship was established in 1971 at the University 
of the Incarnate Word and Our Lady of the Lake University through 
a grant made to the two institutions by the Moody Foundation. A 
faculty member is named Moody Professor from each institution 
annually and, in turn, delivers two public lectures. The awarding of 
the Moody Professorship reflects the level of scholarship, teaching 
excellence and community service attained by the recipient. The 
Moody Professor is the faculty member chosen to lead the faculty 
and carry the University Mace.

THE ACADEMIC REGALIA
The academic regalia worn by faculty and graduates during 
Commencement contributes to the color and excitement of the 
special occasion, and its origin dates back to the medieval universities 
of Paris and Bologna during the 12th and 13th centuries. There is 
still some doubt as to whether the academic regalia finds its sources 
in ecclesiastical or in civilian dress. The long gowns may well have 
been necessary for warmth in the drafty medieval university, with the 
hoods serving to cover the tonsured head until later replaced by the 
skullcap. A headdress known to us today as the familiar mortarboard, 
too, replaced the skullcap.

Early rules for the construction of academic gowns were quite strict; 
at Oxford, for example, the tailor who departed so much as a “nail’s 
breadth” in the making of any part of the academic regalia was 
punished by the vice-chancellor of the university. While the basic 
design of academic regalia remains essentially the same, with black as 
the predominant color, many European universities have elaborated 
upon the design and some American universities have dropped black 
in favor of the predominant university color. The faculty of the 
University of the Incarnate Word wear some of these designs and 
gowns.

The bachelor’s gown displays the university steeple on red cuffs. The 
master’s gown, designed to be worn closed, has pointed sleeves. The 
doctor’s gown is further distinguished by velvet facing down the front 
plus velvet bars (Chevron) across the sleeves “of the color distinctive 
of the subject to which the degree pertains.”
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Caps and hoods complete academic regalia. The bachelor and 
master’s mortarboard is made of a material to match the gown 
and the uniform black tassel is worn to the right before a degree is 
conferred and to the left thereafter. The doctor’s cap is often made of 
velvet, and in a variety of shapes, and may also have its tassel of gold 
thread. The immediate difference between hoods is the length. The 
master’s is three and one-half feet, and the doctor’s is four feet, with 
the latter also having panels at the sides. Hoods are trimmed with 
velvet, the width increasing with each degree, and the trim color 
pertains to the degree received. Hoods are also lined with the official 
college or university colors. All University of the Incarnate Word 
hoods are lined with red, white and black. The degree the student 
is receiving is indicated by the color on the hood they are wearing.

�Apricot:	� �Nursing

�Aquamarine:	� �Optometry

�Drab:	� �Business

�Kelly Green:	� �Medicine

�Gold:	� �Science

�Light Blue:	� �Education

�Dark Blue:	� �Philosophy, including Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

�Olive:	� �Pharmacy

�Sage Green:	� �Healthcare Administration	

�Teal:	� �Physical Therapy

�White:	� �Arts
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GRADUATION HONORS
Honors announced during the Commencement ceremonies 
are anticipated honors based upon grades posted to the student 
record, excluding the current active semester. The honors posted 
on the transcript, as part of the student’s official record, are based 
upon all grades earned, to include transfer work, through the final 
semester. The posted honors may differ from the announced honors. 
Undergraduate students who complete associate or baccalaureate 
degree requirements and have met residency requirements at the 
University (excluding pass/fail courses) are eligible to graduate 
with honors. The level of honors will be determined by the grade 
point average achieved in all college-level semester hours earned 
at the University. For the distinction ��Cum Laude�, the student must 
have a 3.5 cumulative average. To graduate ��Magna Cum Laude� and 
��Summa Cum Laude�, the student must maintain averages of 3.7 and  
3.9 respectively. Graduate students who complete their programs 
with a 4.0 average graduate With Distinction. Honors are not awarded 
at the doctoral level. The gold cording worn by our students signifies 
graduation with honors and is a gift from our bookstore, Follette 
Higher Education Group.

HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program at the University of the Incarnate Word adds a 
level of intellectual inquiry to stimulate curious minds. It provides a 
challenging curriculum, community development, and an emphasis 
on students pursuing their own academic interests in collaboration 
with faculty. It also provides ample opportunity to reflect on and work 
for social justice. Included are co-curricular programs in all types of 
artistic and academic fields and service-learning opportunities in and 
out of the classroom. This is an interdisciplinary Honors Program for 
students with excellent academic credentials, a love of learning and a 
desire to make a positive difference in the world.

The program brings students together with faculty from across the 
University in a variety of academic and co-curricular programs. By 
the end of the program, students will have honed their analytical 
skills, experienced the meaning of social responsibility and gained 
confidence as citizen-leaders. Graduates of the UIW Honors 
Program are designated at graduation by wearing the Bachelor’s hood 
appropriate to their degree.
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REPRESENTATIONAL FLAGS
The flags displayed during the Processional and Commencement 
represent the home countries of the students who graduate today. 
As an institution, UIW welcomes international students of diverse 
backgrounds to our community in the belief that their respectful 
interaction exposes all students to cultural similarities and differences 
thus developing an understanding of and appreciation for other 
diverse cultures.

Our 419 international students represent 73 countries, including 
Mexico, Canada, India, Honduras, Spain and Germany. UIW is the 
only American institution with two campuses in Mexico that offers 
double degrees from both Mexico and the United States at Centro 
Universitario Incarnate Word in Mexico City and at the UIW 
Campus Bajío in Irapuato.

COMMUNITY SERVICE IMPACT
At the University of the Incarnate Word, we take great pride in 
our students’ commitment to serving their communities near and 
far. The graduating classes of December 2024 contributed roughly 
24,281 hours of service, resulting in a remarkable economic impact 
of $813,171 in volunteer hours. We aspire to see our students carry 
on this legacy of service and dedication as they become compassionate 
and engaged members of our global society.

SENIOR CLASS CAMPAIGN PIN
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Students who contributed toward the Senior Class 
Campaign may wear the UIW Senior Class Campaign 
lapel pin. This is the only adornment worn on the 
academic gown that is authorized and sanctioned by 
the academic leadership of the University.

UNIVERSITY MACE
The University Mace is carried at the beginning of the Academic 
Procession by the Faculty Marshal. This symbol of the University 
was hand wrought by Dr. Donald McLain, professor of Biology, in 
the Centennial Year 1981. The open orb of silver is in a lacy pattern 
incorporating 12 symbols of the University representing Christianity, 
Education, the University, and the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate 
Word. The Celtic cross at the top is set with sapphires.
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OATH OF A PHYSICAL THERAPIST
In the presence of my colleagues, friends, families and teachers, and 
in view of the honored profession I am entering into, I solemnly and 
willing state that I dedicate myself to the following:

•	 I will practice physical therapy with compassion for the 
vulnerabilities in each of my patients and will work to preserve 
their dignity and promote their health and welfare.

•	 I will value the lives of my patients as I value my own life, through 
my concern for their significance and with respect for them and the 
confidential nature of our relationship.

•	 I will be humble.

•	 I will recognize my limitations and will continue to consult with 
my colleagues and co-workers for knowledge with which I can 
better treat my patients and for the inspiration to expand and 
augment my education.

•	 I will share my knowledge with my colleagues and patients freely, 
with compassion and patience. 

•	 I will work toward the improvement of the quality of life for all of 
my patients.

•	 I will honor the choices that my patients make with respect to their 
wishes and needs.

•	 I will do no harm to another human.

•	 I will work to improve the practice of physical therapy so that all 
who seek it will receive treatment which is proper, ethical and just.

•	 I will not allow my judgment regarding the practice of my profession 
to be influenced by race, creed, religion, greed or unethical behavior.

•	 I will expect the same behavior from my colleagues and co-workers.

Thus, with this oath, I freely accept the obligations and rewards 
which will accompany my practice of physical therapy.
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UIW ALUMNI OATH
I hereby solemnly pledge allegiance to my  

Alma Mater in appreciation for  
service opportunities and professional development  

afforded me as a student at  
the University of the Incarnate Word.

I pledge active participation in the  
UIW Alumni Association wherever I may be.  
Through association with fellow alumni and  

those in the community,  
I shall ever do my best to uphold the  

ideals and traditions of UIW. 

I pledge as a responsible citizen to  
exemplify the high ideals and values set forth in  

the Incarnate Word Mission through  
Faith, Service, Innovation, Truth and Education, and  

forever bring honor and respect to  
the University of the Incarnate Word.
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HYMN TO THE INCARNATE WORD
Incarnate Word College School Song 

April 15, 1955

Come join your prayerful voices  
and sing in sweet accord. 
A hymn of love and worship,  
“Praised be the Incarnate Word!” 
Thus may we sing forever  
at God’s eternal throne,  
this hymn of love triumphant,  
“Praised be the Incarnate Word!”

Receive, Oh sweet Child Jesus  
the love we offer thee. 
Our hearts, our souls, our very lives,  
may yours forever be. 
Let ev’ry thought, word, action,  
in fervent hearts be stirr’d,  
with zeal for thy great glory,  
Oh great Incarnate Word.

Oh Jesus, Word Incarnate,  
accept our homage meet. 
Our daily consecration  
we lay at thy dear feet. 
We’ve chosen thee for model  
our King, (*and Loving) Lord.  
Oh, keep us loyal ever,  
to thee, great Incarnate Word.

Tune: adapted to “Hosanna” No. 34. Text: Sr. Infant Jesus Brennan, CCVI
* original text as used by the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word: [our Spouse and]
Text copyright © ca. 1944 for the 75th Jubilee celebration of the Sisters of Charity of 
the Incarnate Word



��38

��

��The listing of graduates is based upon information provided prior to printing 
of the program. The appearance or absence of any name in the program does 
not constitute recognition or denial of completion of degree requirements. The 
program is issued as a ceremonial publication and is not an official record of 
graduates. The University apologizes for any errors or omissions.
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